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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – MONDAY 20 APRIL 2026

Contemporary Music at Brighton Festival 2026:
Exclusive Collaborations, Classics Re-imagined & Global Icons 

Brighton Festival’s landmark 60th edition features one-off collaborations and exclusives, new interpretations of contemporary classics and iconic performers in its music programme, including shows by Beverly Glenn-Copeland, Sampa the Great, Angélique Kidjo, Asian Dub Foundation, Laurie Anderson and Patti Smith. Ranging from pop and folk to fusion jazz and electronica, musicians will travel from more than 16 different countries to play at this year’s Festival, across Brighton Dome’s three historic venues. 

Opening the music programme at Brighton Dome Concert Hall on 1 May, legendary singer, composer and trans elder Beverly Glenn-Copeland performs from his brand-new album Laughter in Summer, blending soft, folky melodies with gentle electronic sounds and joined by members of queer-led community choir F*Choir. On 9 May, the Concert Hall hosts an exclusive collaboration between groundbreaking artist Sampa the Great and Zamrock pioneers W.I.T.C.H. The Zambian powerhouses will join forces for a night of psychedelic rock, hip-hop and soul, celebrating music born from independence, resilience and creative freedom. And on 16 May, five-time Grammy Award winner Angélique Kidjo will bring her striking voice and presence to the stage as part of the tour for her new album, Hope. 

On 2 May, The Chateau and Southbank Centre present a celebration of Bronski Beat’s defiant debut album, The Age of Consent. Reimagined live on the Brighton Dome Concert Hall stage by ground-breaking queer and trans contemporary artists including Planningtorock, Tom Rasmussen and Bishi, the performance will be backed by The Chateau Collective, a specially curated queer house band playing bold new arrangements of the record. On 7 May in Brighton Dome Corn Exchange, screen and sound combine as Asian Dub Foundation celebrate cult classic La Haine in two powerful performances of the soundtrack live on stage, with the film playing behind them.

In a UK exclusive for Brighton Festival’s 60th edition, pioneering multimedia artist and former Festival Guest Director Laurie Anderson presents a solo version of The Republic of Love (6 May, Brighton Dome Concert Hall), an immersive, multi-sensory experience of song, language and visual art. Patti Smith returns to the city for a two-night residency, performing with her long-time collaborators as The Patti Smith Quartet (12 May, Brighton Dome Concert Hall) and in An Evening of Words and Music (13 May, Brighton Dome Corn Exchange), a Brighton Festival exclusive showcase of her spoken word, poetry and music. On 25 May, celebrated New Zealand artist Aldous Harding opens her first live tour since 2023 at Brighton Dome Concert Hall, playing tracks from her upcoming fifth album.

A series of gigs take place in the intimate setting of Brighton Dome’s Studio Theatre throughout this year’s Festival. Musicians from 16 countries come together as part of One World Orchestra, where ancient instruments meet contemporary beats (1 May). Grammy-nominated US jazz-fusion legends KNEEBODY perform classic hits as well as tracks from their new album REACH, featuring their trademark genre-bending sound (2 May). Electronic pioneers AK/DK and synth artist Danalogue share the stage for an adrenalin-fuelled evening of electronic music (3 May). On 20 May, multi-award-winning pianist Ivo Neame teams up with his long-time collaborators Tom Farmer on bass and James Maddren on drums, in a special Brighton Festival edition of Brighton Dome's Jazz Connections series. And The Mehfil Space & zerOclassikal present Mehfils: A Studio Theatre Takeover, featuring intimate performances of South Asian-inspired music (23 May).

On the final weekend of the Festival, Brighton Dome Studio Theatre welcomes a two-day Youth Curated Weekend of events and music. Sussex music education hub Create Music presents Sounds Like Us: a youth-curated multidisciplinary event showcasing emerging Sussex-wide talent. And as part of their city and Festival-wide We, Generate events programme, Brighton art gallery Lighthouse’s Future Creative Leaders present live art, music and talks (25 May).

Additionally, ahead of select music events at this year’s Festival, Brighton Dome’s Foyer will host a series of jazz performances in collaboration with local not-for-profit Brighton Jazz Co-operative, who celebrate their 40th anniversary this year.

Brighton Festival 2026 runs from 1-25 May. For more information and to book tickets, visit brightonfestival.org.
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Notes to Editors 
 
Images can be accessed here:
https://tinyurl.com/bf26music

The full Brighton Festival press pack can be accessed here:
https://tinyurl.com/bf26presspack 

For press enquiries or interview requests please contact:  
 
Katie Fowler, Communications Manager, Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival – katie.fowler@brightondome.org  
Alex Jacobs, Communications Officer, Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival – alex.jacobs@brightondome.org 
  
Key facts about Brighton Festival 2026

· 60th edition of Brighton Festival
· 105 events, exhibitions and installations from 1-25 May 2026
· The first-ever Brighton Festival Production, plus another 27 commissions, premieres and exclusives
· The 40th Children’s Parade, and 10th edition of Our Place
· Under 30s can access discounted tickets to over 30 events
· 25 free events, performances and workshops
· 60 performances with tickets £15 or less, plus £10 Festival Standbys for concession groups on most events. The Pay it Forward scheme also supports free ticket vouchers for community organisations.

About Brighton Festival

Brighton Festival was established in 1967 and is the largest annual curated multi-arts festival in England. For three weeks and four weekends each May, it brings a celebration of music, theatre, dance, visual art, film, literature, debate, outdoor and community events to the beautiful Brighton Dome spaces and to familiar and unusual locations in Brighton & Hove and further afield. 

Brighton Festival has become one of the city’s most enduring symbols of inventiveness. Renowned for its pioneering spirit and experimental reputation, Brighton Festival’s ambitious, daring programming celebrates its home city as a hub for cultural innovation, collaboration and artistic experimentation and attracts some of the most celebrated and innovative artists and companies from the UK and around the world. Brighton Festival 2026 is its 60th edition and marks the start of a new era, with the first staging of original work produced in-house.

Website: brightonfestival.org
TikTok: @brightonfestival
Instagram: @brightonfestival
Facebook: brightonfestival
X/Twitter: @brightfest

Brighton Festival 2026 supporters

Brighton Festival 2026 is indebted to the steadfast support of funders Brighton & Hove City Council and Arts Council England; Principal Supporter The Pebble Trust; Major Sponsor Mayo Wynne Baxter; Higher Education Partner University of Sussex; and all sponsors, patrons, members and supporters.

Kohlhaas is supported by Louise & Jamie Arnell. The Children’s Parade is supported by Brighton Girls and Jumpin Fun. Soft Machines is supported by the Henry Moore Foundation. Chiaroscuro and Consone Quartets are supported by Margaret Polmear. Comedy and Create Music events and the Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival membership scheme are supported by Mayo Wynne Baxter. Our Place is supported by Pembroke. Michael Rosen & MC Grammar: Ridiculous Raps & Rhymes is supported by Brighton College Prep School. London Symphony Orchestra is supported by Professor David Gann CBE FREng. Festival of Ideas is in collaboration with University of Sussex. Thikra: A Night of Remembering is supported by Dishoom Permit Room.
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