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Artist’s Brief
Community Artist in Residence
Moulsecoomb & Bevendean Our Place 2027
Brighton Festival and the Moulsecoomb & Bevendean Our Place Steering Group are seeking an Artist or Artist Collective in Residence to co-create a community arts project as part of Our Place 2027.
Our Place is Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival's flagship community programme, developed with the communities of East Brighton, Hangleton & Knoll, and Moulsecoomb & Bevendean. Working alongside local steering groups, artists create ambitious projects that are made by, with and for local people.
Find out more:
· https://youtu.be/skoElsf5YRQ
· https://brightondome.org/get-involved/join-in/our-place/
About the Opportunity
We are looking for an artist, collective or creative organisation with a strong commitment to community co-creation and participatory practice. The successful artist will work alongside residents, community organisations and the Our Place Steering Group to develop a project that brings people together through creativity, shared experiences and collective celebration.
Previous Our Place projects in Moulsecoomb & Bevendean have included: A willow arch walking trail; A silent disco murmuration; Community banners and cushions inspired by greetings in many languages; Cardboard arcades and electro-junk sculptures; Clay sculptures embedded with seeds; A mask and puppetry project culminating in the outdoor performance The Beast of Bevendean and the Moulsecoomb Mice
We are seeking an artist who can build on this legacy while bringing fresh ideas, artistic ambition and a strong commitment to participation. 
Creative Direction
The Steering Group is particularly interested in projects that explore:
· Music, rhythm and sound
· Collective performance
· Celebration and gathering
· Procession and movement
· Shared making and creativity
These themes are intended as inspiration rather than limitation. We welcome proposals from artists working across a range of artforms, provided participation and community co-creation are central to the project.
We are especially interested in projects that:
· Encourage active participation rather than passive observation.
· Bring people together through making, creating and celebrating.
· Build confidence, skills and connections.
· Create opportunities for people with little or no previous arts experience.
· Foster community ownership, pride and belonging.
· Lead towards a visible and engaging public outcome.
Possible approaches might include:
· Music, rhythm, sound or percussion projects
· Found-object or recycled instrument making
· Carnival, parade or procession-based activity
· Large-scale puppetry, costume-making or visual spectacle
· Cross-generational performance projects
· Participatory theatre, dance or movement
· Interdisciplinary projects combining visual art, music and performance
· Partnerships with local organisations and community groups
Artists are encouraged to think ambitiously about how creativity can strengthen connections, foster local pride and bring people together through shared experiences.
Project Profile
The selected artist will deliver a programme of engagement and creative activity leading towards a public event during Brighton Festival in May 2027.
The selected artist will be expected to:
· Work closely with residents, schools, community organisations and the Steering Group.
· Build on the legacy of past projects, whilst bringing fresh ideas and artistic ambition 
· Deliver the equivalent of 10 days of workshops and engagement activity.
· Engage a broad range of participants, including children, young people, families and older residents.
· Create meaningful opportunities for community members to shape artistic decisions.
· Develop a clear progression from workshops to public sharing.
· Create opportunities for participation throughout the project and at the final event.
· Design a final event that actively welcomes people who have not previously participated in workshops.
We are particularly interested in artists who have substantial experience creating welcoming and inclusive environments for people of all ages, backgrounds and levels of confidence.
Potential Outcome
The final artistic outcome is intentionally open.
The primary measure of success will be the quality of participation, community ownership and collective experience, rather than the production of a finished artwork alone. 
Community Celebration
The project should culminate in a welcoming and highly participatory outdoor public event at Moulsecoomb Place during Brighton Festival May 2027. The celebration should bring together participants, partners and audiences in a memorable event that showcases local creativity and strengthens community connections, as well as acknowledging past successes.
Legacy
The artist will be expected to document the project and produce a legacy resource, such as a short film; photographic portfolio; digital archive. The legacy resource should capture both the creative outcome and the impact of the project on participants and the wider community.
Essential Skills and Experience
Applicants should demonstrate:
· Significant experience of participatory, socially engaged and community-led creative practice.
· Experience of outreach and making connections with community groups and schools.
· Experience designing and delivering high-quality creative workshops for diverse community groups, including schools.
· A strong track record of developing projects that culminate in public performances, celebrations, processions, installations or community events.
· Excellent facilitation, communication and relationship-building skills.
· Experience of co-creation and shared ownership approaches within community arts practice.
· The ability to engage participants with little or no prior arts experience.
· Experience creating welcoming, accessible and inclusive opportunities for participation.
· Experience managing projects independently, including planning, partnership working and administration.
· A commitment to environmentally sustainable practice using recycled, repurposed, upcycled or found materials wherever possible.
· Experience documenting and evaluating participatory projects.
Desirable
We would be particularly interested in artists who:
· Have experience working with communities facing barriers to engagement.
· Have experience creating projects that combine visual arts, music, performance or celebration.
· Have links to Moulsecoomb & Bevendean, East Brighton or the wider Sussex area.
· Have experience designing projects where audiences can actively participate in the final event.

Project Timeline
October 2026
Monday 26 October, 9am
Deadline for artist submissions
November 2026
Tuesday 24 November 12–4pm
Artist Interviews at Holy Nativity Community Centre, Bevendean, Brighton
December 2026
Thursday 3 December, 12.30–2.30pm
First planning meeting with Artist at St Andrew's Church, Moulsecoomb, Brighton
January 2027
Project planning and development. Workshop partnerships and dates confirmed.
February to March 2027
Delivery of workshop programme; Documentation and evaluation; Development of final event; Marketing planning.
April 2027
Final preparation and project completion; Marketing and print activity.
May 2027
Brighton Festival: 1–23 May 2027
The project will culminate in an outdoor public community celebration at Moulsecoomb Place (15 or 22 May, Date TBC)
June 2027
Evaluation meeting with Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival and the Steering Group.
Fee
Artist Fee: £4,000
Materials Budget: £750
The fee includes planning/preparation; workshop delivery; administration; project management; documentation and evaluation; delivery of the outcome
Please note that the Steering Group is made up of volunteers. The selected artist will therefore be expected to undertake some administration related to workshop coordination, materials procurement and event planning.
Management
The selected artist will work closely with:
Slavka Jovanovic, Our Place Producer, Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival
Members of the Moulsecoomb & Bevendean Our Place Steering Group
How to Apply
Please email the following to: Alex Epps Senior Programme Co-ordinator
our.place@brightondome.org
Email Subject
MOULSECOOMB & BEVENDEAN AIR 2027 APPLICATION + [YOUR NAME]
Please submit:
1. Expression of Interest (max. 500 words)
Tell us why working with communities is important to you. why you would like to take part in Our Place.
2. Initial Creative Proposal (max. 500 words)
Outline:
· Your initial artistic concept
· Themes you would like to explore
· Proposed artforms
· Potential collaborators
· Possible public outcomes
We are not expecting fully developed proposals at this stage. We are looking for ideas that can evolve through collaboration with the Steering Group and local community.
3. CV or Biography (max. 500 words)
4. Examples of Previous Work
Up to three examples of projects demonstrating your experience of community engagement and co-creation. Website links are welcome.
5. Documentation Images
Up to five images of previous work.
Access Support
If you require support to make an application or would like to submit your proposal in an alternative format, please get in touch.
Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival values diversity promotes equality and challenges discrimination. We welcome applications from all backgrounds and communities, particularly disabled people and those from ethnic minority backgrounds who are currently underrepresented in the cultural sector.
All applications will be assessed on merit.
Closing Date
9am, Monday 26 October 2026
Contact
For any questions regarding the project, please contact:
Alex Epps Senior Programme Co-ordinator
our.place@brightondome.org
Can you help us create something imaginative, joyful and memorable that reflects the stories, creativity and identities of Moulsecoomb & Bevendean
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