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Performers / credits:

Italian adaptation from the original novella
by Marco Baliani and Remo Rostagno

English translation by Omar Elerian

Directed by Omar Elerian

Performed by Arinzé Kene

Lighting and Smoke Effects Design by Jackie Shemesh
Installation and Costume Design by Ana Inés Jabares-Pita
Composition by Matthew Herbert

Company Stage Manager: Martha Mamo

Deputy Stage Manager: Simon Perkins

Costume Supervisor: Gemma Vincent

Sound Design by Dan Pollard and Matthew Herbert
Production Electrician: Dan Harvey

Lighting Programmer: Tamykha Patterson

Production Manager: Jim Crane

Producer: Sally Scott for BDBF

Adapted from the original novella
Michael Kohlhaas (1810) by Heinrich von Kleist

Funders/Supporters: Supported by Louise & Jamie Arnell

Running time: 90min, no interval
Show includes some short periods of complete black out, for
your safety please do not leave your seat during these moments



Ahout Kohlhaas:

‘If a man can break the circle of the world for just two horses,
then it means that that circle can be broken at any moment...’

The first ever Brighton Festival Production, and a world premiere,
Kohlhaas has been developed specifically for the refurbished
Brighton Dome Corn Exchange. A bold adaptation of Heinrich von
Kleist’s novella Michael Kohlhaas, it asks what happens when justice
fails, and one man refuses to let it go?

Performed by the critically acclaimed Arinzé Kene (Misty, Girl from
the North Country, Get Up Stand Up), Kohlhaas tells the story of a
16th century German horse dealer who seeks redress after a local
Baron tricks him out of his two most beautiful horses.

When met with corruption and indifference, a principled demand for
fairness spirals into an uncompromising quest for justice, with violent
and far-reaching consequences.

Translated and directed by the award-winning Omar Elerian (Misty,
The Chairs, Rhinoceros), and adapted by the pioneering Italian
playwrights, Marco Baliani and Remo Rostagno, Kohlhaas reunites
Elerian and Kene in their first one-man show since the Olivier-Award
nominated Misty.

Urgent, unsettling and fiercely contemporary, Kohlhaas is an
atmospheric, brooding journey into the psychology of protest and
resistance, asking what does justice really look like when systems are
broken, and rights are denied — and how far is too far?



Director’s note

The story of Kohlhaas comes from afar. Based on a true character who
lived in Germany in the 16th century, at the height of the Lutheran
reform, his story was immortalised by the German author Heinrich

Von Kleist in his 1810 novella by the same name. In 1990, the Italian
actor and theatre maker Marco Baliani adapted the story into a leaner,
more personal monologue, alongside director Remo Rostagno. That
monologue became one of the most memorable Italian shows in recent
history. So this new production is a tale that comes from afar, crossing
centuries, languages, cultures. Like a myth, it acquires new strength
and meaning within different contexts and historical backdrops. |
translated the script from the Italian in the spring of 2021. The streets
outside were erupting to the chants of ‘no justice no peace’ in the wake
of the trial for the murder of George Floyd. The 500 year old story of a
German horse dealer seeking justice and accountability against a local
baron was echoing with the demands for an end to the endemic police
brutality against African-American citizens in the US. As | write this
today, the cry for justice resonates in other languages through a world
on fire. Listening to the story of Koh/haas today invites us to reflect

on the moral cost extracted by the struggle for liberation, freedom

and justice, in a world where ideas of rebellion and resistance are
often co-opted and sanitised by the same establishment responsible
for abetting inequality, exploitation and endless wars. It is a story

that asks difficult questions about our concepts of justice, right and
retribution. It is, more crucially, the story of how a single act of ‘pure,
selfish entitlement’ goes on to shatter a man’s world, and how a wound
can become impossible to mend. In that resides a plea and a warning;
in the words of Haile Selassie’s speech at the UN in 1963, then made
into song by Bob Marley

until there are no longer first class and second class citizens of
any nation/until the color of a man’s skin is of no more significance
than the color of his eyes/until the basic human rights are equally
guaranteed to all without regard to race/there is war

Omar Elerian



Biographies:

Cast:
Arinzé Kene

Theatre credits include: Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo, Death of a
Salesman, Been So Long (Young Vic); Get Up Stand Up (West End);
Misty (Bush/West End); Alterations (National Theatre); One Night in
Miami (Donmar); Girl from the North Country (The Old Vic/ West End);
Lion King (West End)

Film credits include: Harvest; Lee; Love Again; Tuesday; Ear for Eye;
I’m Your Woman; Lola; How to Build a Girl; Been so Long; The Pass;
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them; Freestyle

Television credits include: I am... Hannah; The Long Song; Informer;
King Lear; Crazyhead; Our Girl; Youngers; Eastenders; Casualty

Creative Team:
Director: Omar Elerian

Omar Elerian is a freelance director, dramaturg, and theatre-maker.
Italian of Palestinian descent, Elerian trained in ltaly and then
graduated from Lecoq International Theatre School in Paris in 2005.

He was the resident associate director at London’s Bush Theatre from
2012 to 2019 where he commissioned and directed some of the theatre’s
most successful shows. In 2026 he won the award for Best Director at
the Evening Standard Theatre Awards for the show Rhinoceros.

His directing credits include the smash-hit Misty by Arinzé Kene (Bush
Theatre, West End and New York), NASSIM by Nassim Soleimanpour
(Bush Theatre, Traverse Theatre, and world tour), Going Through by
Estelle Savasta, and Islands by Caroline Horton. His most recent
directing credits include Nowhere by Khalid Abdalla (FUEL/BAC/tour)
The Chairs and Rhinoceros by Eugene lonesco (Almeida Theatre); Two
Palestinians Go Dogging by Sami Ibrahim (Royal Court), As You Like It
(Royal Shakespeare Company), ECHO by Nassim Soleimanpour (LIFT/
Royal Court/tour) and Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo by Rajiv Joseph
(Young Vic).
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Lighting and Smoke Effects Design: Jackie Shemesh
Jackie Shemesh is a lighting designer for Theatre, Dance and Opera.

Theatre credits include: Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo, Changing
Destiny, In the Penal Colony, A Face in the Crowd, Oh my Sweet Land
(Young Vic); Interview (Riverside Studios); Rhinoceros, The Chairs,
Uncle Vanya, Mary Stuart (also Duke of York’s) (Almeida); Nowhere
(Fuel, BAC & HOME); Death of England: Trilogy (also @sohoplace),
Hansard (National); Ben & Imo, As You Like It (RSC); Pandemonium
(Soho Theatre); Two Palestinians Go Dogging, ECHO (Royal Court); The
Seagull (Playhouse); The Beloved, Islands, Misty (also Trafalgar Studios,
Bush Theatre, Shed NYC); What if Women Ruled the World, Ceremony
(Manchester International Festival); White Noise (Bridge Theatre)

Dance credits include: Juliet & Romeo (Lost Dog Dance Company);
Venus 2.0 (Impermancene); Ruination (ROH & Venice Biennale); Goat,
Cerberus, Death trap (Rambert Dance); The Ways, The Fortune, The Fall,
Continual Cry (Jamila Jonson-Small); Picnic, White Hare, Run Mary Run,
8 MIN (Sadler’s Wells); Beheld, Hot Mess, Let’s Talk About Dis (Candoco
Dance); The Murmuring, Young Men (Ballet Boyz)

Opera credits include: Orpheus (Opera North); Ulysses (Grange); Violet
(Aldeburgh Festival)

Composition by Matthew Herbert

Matthew has made music from the complete life of a single pig, a bomb
exploding in Libya, an orgasm, a town in Poland, a nightclub full of
people, someone swimming the English Channel, a tank driving over

a meal made for Tony Blair, 20,000 dogs, the sewers beneath Fleet
Street, 245 shops in a shopping centre, a horse skeleton and countless
thousands of other noises.

He sometimes uses these kinds of sounds in his scores for Oscar-
winning films, award-winning television shows, plays, radio shows, opera
and games. He has done a project with 1000 musicians and singers
across Europe and toured the world both as a performer and as a DJ.

He cut his teeth in dance music and has produced some inventive and
influential music for clubs.

Matthew has a PhD in working with sound in music and has published
a book called The Music, which is a description of an album he’ll never
make.

Theatre work includes People, Places and Things and Edgar and Annabel
(both National Theatre); Titus Andronicus (RSC); Machinal and Top

Girls (Broadway); Drunk Enough to Say | Love You and Gundog (Royal
Court)



Sound Design by Dan Pollard and Matthew Herbert

Dan Pollard has created sound and music for film, TV, theatre, radio,
dance, installations, apps and podcasts. He has a particular interest
in novel and unusual sound sources and has previously made music
from the BBC Natural History Unit’s sound archive (30 Animals that
Made us Smarter - BBC World Service), instruments from Bristol’s
slave trade history (Noughts and Crosses - BBC One), hospital
equipment (The Cave - National Geographic) the city of Liverpool
(The Responder - BBC One) and the chimpanzees of Ngogo (Chimp
Empire - Netflix).

Theatre credits include: Titus Andronicus (The RSC), Hasta
Encontrarte/Until | find You, Eva (Ad Infinitum), Half Light (Holly
Thomas Dance), Hansel and Gretel, A Midsummer Night’s Dream
(Insane Root), My Chat With Harold Pinter, Mercutio and Tybalt
(Leaning House).

Ana Inés Jabares-Pita
Set & Costume Designer - Kohlhaas

Ana Inés Jabares-Pita is a Spanish designer based in London,
working internationally across opera, performance and installation.
She’s interested in constructing large-scale cultural environments
where music functions as architecture.

Theatre credits include The Great Gatsby (Uppsala Stadsteater),
Rhinoceros (Almeida), The Fair Maid of the West and As You Like It
(RSC), Olivier Award winner Pride & Prejudice (*sort of) (West End/
Royal Lyceum/UK & WorldTour), Burn (Set Design - National Theatre
Scotland/The Joyce, NYC), The Grand Old Opera House Hotel
(Traverse), The Lovely Bones (Birmingham Rep/UK Tour), Faustus,
That Damned Woman (Headlong/Lyric Hammersmith), The Driver’s
Seat (National Theatre Scotland); Wish List (Royal Exchange/Royal
Court), LeLa & Co (Royal Court Theatre), The Echo Chamber (Young
Vic Theatre), and Idomeneus (Gate Theatre) which was selected to
become part of the V&A archive.

Opera and Dance credits include Uprising and The Wreckers
(Glyndebourne), Tales of Love and Loss (Linbury ROH), 1000
Airplanes on the Roof (Neukéllner Oper), Breaking The Waves
(Theater St Gallen, Switzerland), In Flagrante (Scottish Opera),
The Flying Dutchman (Opera Up Close/UK Tour), West Side Story
Symphonic Dances (Phoenix Dance Theatre/ Opera North) and To
See The Invisible (World premiere, Aldeburgh Festival).

www.anainesjabarespita.com



Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival

Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival (BDBF) is the leading arts charity on the south
coast, presenting over 600 performances annually with an audience reach of
500,000. BDBF uniquely combines a historic live performance venue,

Brighton Dome; England’s leading annual mixed-arts festival, Brighton Festival;
and the music education hub across Sussex, Create Music.

Brighton Dome is the cultural heart of the city comprising three live performance
venues under one iconic Brighton Dome roof — Brighton Dome Concert Hall, Corn
Exchange and Studio Theatre — presenting a year-round programme of music, dance,
theatre, comedy, talks and more. Brighton Festival is the largest curated multi-arts
Festival in England and celebrates its 60th edition this May. Create Music is the
music-education hub, across Brighton & Hove, East and West Sussex, engaging over
26,000 students annually.

Our purpose is to present extraordinary, memorable live experiences to energise
and inspire audiences and participants. We commission and support local, national
and international artists and companies, facilitating the development and delivery
of bold new work of the highest quality. Brighton is a place of openness, activism,
experimentation and possibility, and we aim to reflect these qualities back to our
audiences in all that we do.

Located on the Royal Pavilion Estate, Brighton Dome’s venues have a rich history
spanning over 200 years, providing extraordinary spaces in which to bring the arts
alive. A major capital refurbishment project to restore and protect the Grade | and
Grade Il listed Corn Exchange and Studio Theatre has recently been completed,
including a creation space for artists, Anita’s Room, making it a landmark centre for
the arts and equipping it for a sustainable future.

Create Music, our music-education service and music hub for Brighton & Hove and
East and West Sussex, is the region’s leading provider of high-quality, inclusive
music and arts education. In Brighton & Hove, Eastbourne, Hastings, Lewes, Rother,
Wealden and the surrounding areas we work in 270 schools. We offer children

and young people the chance to explore their passion for music through lessons,
ensembles, projects, workshops, summer schools and orchestras. The Brighton

& East Sussex Youth Orchestra regularly performs as part of Brighton Festival and
tours internationally each year. Create Music is also one of the only music hubs in
the country to have established a regional network of inclusive ensembles with our
award-winning Orchestra360 programme, which now operates in Brighton & Hove,
Eastbourne, Hastings, Rother and Wealden.

Loved this #BrightonFestival show?

Tell us what you thought, and be the first to know about Brighton Festival news,
competitions and behind-the-scenes action.

n @ brightonfestival



Large scale venues
for your next event

01273 261524
events@brightondome.org
brightondome.org



Theatre & Performance
at Briehton Festival
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‘Once inside
the big top,
you are
enveloped in
a world

of magic.’
The Guardian
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An ambitious
performance
where time is
fluid, joyful
and chaotic
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Sat 2-Sat 23 May Fri 8-Sun 10 May
Brighton Dome Anita’s Room Brighton Dome Corn Exchange

Clod Ensemble & Nu Civilisation Orchestra

The Black Saint and the Siner Lady

Lose yourself in Charles Mingus’ iconic 1963 masterpiece
Sat 16 & Sun 17 May | Brighton Dome Corn Exchange
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‘Emma Rice takes Blyton

to the top of the class!’
The Guardian

Emma Rice Company

Glynis Henderson
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A mind-blowing
theatrical experience
that brutally reimagines
the history of America

Thu 21-Sun 24 May
Brighton Dome Corn Exchange
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Akram Khan Company, .
Akram Khan & Manal AlIDowayan »

Journey through tradition as

a tribe of women awaken the
spirits of their ancestors

Sat 23 & Sun 24 May

Brighton Dome Concert Hall @)
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Volunteer

} Help make Brighton Festival happen and join our invaluable team of
volunteers. To find out how you can be a part of this year’s Brighton Festival
email volunteers@brightonfestival.org
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Pay It Forward




(8 Ar't Your Legacy

A gift in your will can help ensure that
Brighton Festival thrives for generations to come.

For information about leaving a lasting legacy please email
development@brightondome.org

‘Enriching, entertaining, stimulating, surprising - Brighton Dome
and Festival have given me some of the best times of my life’
David Harrison, Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival Patron and Legacy Pledger

"'7'-4‘#""“!

%ﬁ-pm,

" Image: David McHugh

3 Beqlnefid'w\'th.v g
FFUNDRAISING &
REGULATOR

W
3 Qrighion Dome & Fe&tualtlmlted ls.acharlty o
: regusteredm"ﬁnghnﬁ and-Wales,‘no ‘2119?48.- £ e B




. 0.0.6 & ¢ ] . 0.0.0 .6
TOP 9@ BEST
CO-EDUCATIONAL EARLY YEARS
SR vt ¢ BRIGHTON COLLEGE (N B el
THE SUNDAY TIMES PREP SCHOOL THE WEEK

UK SCHOOL OF
THE DECADE

THE SUNDAY TIMES

JOIN US AT AN OPEN MORNING | BRIGHTONCOLLEGE.ORG.UK -

M



RIGHTON GIRLS
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MUSIC BRINGS JOY
NSPIRES GREATIVITY
CREATES GONNECTIONS
AND IS SO MUCH FUN

Help us support the next generation of musicians. Become a Create Music member or patron, or combine your membership with Brighton Dome
& Brighton Festival + Create Music.

Find out more at createmusic.org.uk/support-us/become-a-member/
membership@createmusic.org.uk
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We have a full range of Litho, Digital and Large Format
presses covering all your printing needs. Whatever you're
looking for, we are here to offer advice and guidance
throughout your project helping you to achieve the best
results within your budget.

Call 01273 887575

to see how we can help

Brochures/Leaflets

Business/Postcards Proud supporters of
Books -
S o b
. . 8% g
Giclee/Canvas Prints 5 2Q
8o
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Stickers

Gift Vouchers

Greetings Cards
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Roller/Vinyl Banners & X Stands

www.one-digital.com
Unit 7, Woodingdean Business Park, Sea View Way, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 6NX



PRE-SHOW DINING

TWO COURSES £25, THREE COURSES £30

walk-ins welcome / reserve at REDROASTER.CO.UK
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YOUR GULTURE.
YOUR MESSAGE.
OURINK.




The best performances
take years of preparation.
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Live well. With a
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Become a Member

From as little as £40* a year, Members receive:

Early booking access to selected shows
including all Brighton Festival events

20% discount at our bars
brightondome.org/membership

Members save on all ticket bookings
Invites to exclusive events and much more... members@brightondome.org

Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival is a registered charity: number 249748 Or visit our Ticket Office




Brighton has some great food, drink and hotel options.
Here are some of our favourites for you to check out in May
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ABYSS Brewing A local, inclusive, forward-thinking craft Brewery + Tap known for
modern beers with BIG personalities. abyssbrewing.co.uk

Brighton Gin The Spirit of Brighton! Every award-winning drop made with love
in Brighton by our friends and family team for free thinkers and good time folks
everywhere. brightongin.com

Cafe Rust Five sites, serving lunch, brunches, coffee, cakes, pastries.
10% off food in May. caferust.com

Dishoom Permit Room A tribute to the way that Bombay cuts loose. Drop in for
round-the-clock deliciousness: breakfast, lunch, dinner, cocktails! And enjoy a cocktail
or teetotal on them with every breakfast dish ordered 9.30am-11.30am.
permitroom.co.uk

Maldron Hotel Located on the city’s stunning seafront, just a 10-minute walk from
Brighton Pier and 15 minutes from the train station. It’s the perfect base to explore
Brighton’s vibrant attractions. maldronhotels.com

Moshimo Award-winning, sustainable and ethical, Brighton’s best-loved Japanese
restaurant Moshimo is the perfect place to enjoy a pre or post show meal out.
moshimo.co.uk

Redroaster Enjoy 15% off food at Redroaster (Mon to Fri), located within Brighton
Dome. Celebrating 26 years of being a Brighton independent this year, Redroaster is
now also one of the UK’s most sustainable restaurants and coffee roasters.
redroaster.co.uk

Ridgeview Award-winning English sparkling wine from the Heart of Sussex. Enjoyed
with food, shared with friends or at life’s celebratory moments, Ridgeview captures the
best of English wine. ridgeview.co.uk

Terre a Terre An exceptional independent restaurant specialising in vegetarian and
vegan food, delivering outstanding service, imaginative dishes and a distinctive drinks
offering. terreaterre.co.uk

Scan

for more details, including

special offers from
our partners
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Plus
eimagining

UNIVERSITY OF
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with a university
education that
honours individual
purpose.

= Read more about how

Jordi M Carter found and GHT HERE.
{4 developed his creative RI G H T N Ow
=# side in theatre at Sussex. o

Concert
Orchestra
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Friday Night i< Music Night

Come celebrate with us! Join the BBC Concert Orchestra for an evening of orchestral
favourites and timeless classical tunes, broadcast live on BBC Radio 3.

Fri 26 Jun, 7.30pm | Brighton Dome Concert Hall
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BRIGHTON DOME

60 years of
Art in the City

Celebrating culture, creativity and
legacy at Brighton Festival’s 60™ Edition

Call us on 0800 84 94 101

Offices across the South East

< Trustpilot




